22         LIFE   IN   ENGLISH  LITERATURE

Ful many a draughte of wyn hadde he y-drawe
Fro Burdeucc-ward,x whil that the chapman sleepe.
Ofnyce conscience took he no keepe.
If that he faught, and hadde the hyer hond,2
By water he sente hem hoom to every lond.3
But of his craft to rekene wer his tydes,
His stremes and his daungers hym bisides,
His herberwe and his moone, his lode-menage,
There nas noon swichfrom Hulle to Cartage.4
Hardy he was, and wys to undertake 5 :
With many a tempest hadde his berd been shake.
He knew wel alle the havenes, as they were,
From Gootlond to the Cape ofFynystere,6
And every cryke in Britaigne7 and in Spayne.
His barge y-cleped was the Maudelayne.

The Doctor was first and foremost an astrologer,
since all medicine at the time was held to depend upon
a knowledge of the heavens. He was learned in the
works of the old physicians, and made a very good
living out of his patients. The Wife of Bath was a
lively and outspoken lady who had had five husbands.
She was a little hard of hearing, but otherwise excellent
company. She wore a very good linen, and was more
skilful in cloth-making than those of Ypres and Ghent.
The Parson practised what he preached :

And though he hooly were and vertuous,
He was to synful man not despitous,*

i Coming from Bordeaux. Merchants used to fetch wine from
there, and if one of them was asleep, tlje Shipman would steal some
of his wine on the voyage. 2 The upper hand. 3 He threw his
prisoners into the sea. 4 There was no sailor from Hull to Carthage
who was better able to calculate the tides, the currents, harbourage,
the moon, or pilotage. 5 In making bets. 6 He knew all the har-
bours from the So ;h of Sweden to the North of Spain. 7 Brittany.
8 Scornful.